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Educating and Inspiring Saints and Leaders
2017-2018 Annual Fund Campaign Kick-Off

The 2017-2018 Annual Fund Campaign was successfully kicked off at the home of Michael and Margaret DeMichele, parents of
Madeleine ’14, Lorenzo ’14, Dominic ’16, and Emilio ’18, on November 17 with over 100 parents and donors in attendance. Gifts
pledged in response to the party totaled over $45,000 – significant progress toward the goal of $200,000. Pledged gifts through the end
of calendar year 2017 have reached $134,000 – thank you to all the generous donors to date!

Pancake Breakfast, Open House, and Catholic Schools Week
8:30AM Mass and the traditional Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, January 28 kick off Catholic Schools Week. This special Sunday includes
the School Open House (9:30AM – 12:30PM) for prospective students and friends and the Book Fair. We welcome all visitors to the school,
and encourage visits to the newly remodeled Media Resource Center. It’s a good way to have fun on a cold winter day!

School Gets High Marks on Accreditation
Every seven years, Wisconsin religious and independent schools are visited by a team of professionals who are
charged with validating findings of an intensive year of self-study, recommending goals for continuous improvement, and recommending the school for accreditation to the board of Wisconsin Religious and Independent
Schools Accreditation. St. Robert School received high marks in October when an accreditation team of ten Archdiocesan principals and teachers spent two days examining collected artifacts and evidence, observing classes and
other environments, and interviewing teachers, staff, students, administration, volunteer leaders, and parents.
The team identified notable strengths in four areas: Catholic identity (lived mission, sense of community); Leadership (teachers, administrators, School Advisory Board, Home & School); Academic programs; and Operations (financial and environmental stewardship).

Supporting the medical needs of young Philip
Dakovski (age 3) is a family affair. Philip is the son of
Meghan Halley Dakovski ’96 and her husband,
Georgi, who live in Menlo Park, CA. Philip was born

with a rare pediatric liver disease that eventually
required a liver transplant. His aunt, Laura Halley
Woodward ’98, was a donor match; she and
her husband, Dean, traveled from their home in
Minneapolis in August 2017, for the transplant surgery
and many weeks of recovery. Meghan’s twin, Beth
Halley Finseth ’96, lives in Shorewood with her
husband, Taylor, and two young sons, Julian (age 3)
and William (age 1), while practicing obstetrics/gynecology in Waukegan; she was a critical component of
the family team and was in California for the surgery.
Ellen Halley, retired St. Robert School teacher, and her
husband, Phil, rounded out the family support system,
providing care for their daughters, and grandchildren,
including young Philip’s older sister, Gabriella (age 4).
As Philip continues his recovery at home, Meghan and
Georgi welcomed new baby, Emil, to the family on
December 16.

Maureen Mathews Guenther ‘88, Madeline
Guenther ‘17, Emilie Harwood ‘17, and Sara
Mathews Harwood ’83 enjoyed a family celebration at St. Robert School graduation in June, 2017.
Madeline and Emilie now attend DSHA, following
again in their mothers’ footsteps.

(Photo Credit – Kate Jurgens, Pax Photo)

Our goal is to send this newsletter quarterly via email. To save costs, we will U. S. mail only once a year to alumni.
To receive the newsletter quarterly, please make sure Lisa Lesjak (llesjak@strobert.org) has your email address!

Molly Foy Gallagher
‘82 was featured in the
December 2017 issue of
Northpoint Magazine.
She spoke of her recent
move to the east side
from Shorewood, her
career and the formation
of her real estate firm, Gallagher Kies & Company.
Her children, Brigid ’10, Celia ’12, Fiona ’17, and
Dillon ‘20, have all followed in Molly’s footsteps to
St. Robert School.
Charlie Koenen
’76, executive
director of Beevangelists, and
the beekeeper
of an apiary on

the roof of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, was featured in a Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
story on January 2, 2018. He keeps three hives, each
containing 10-15,000 bees, and invites attendees at
Redeemer Lutheran’s noontime meal program to learn
beekeeping.
Emily Hoeveler Keeling ’98, a licensed mental
health therapist, opened Elle Studio + Wellness, in
Milwaukee’s Historic
Third Ward. Emily was
inspired by her late
mother, Diane, to build
a unique space offering
holistic health and
wellness tools, including
therapy, yoga, exercise,
nutrition, massage, and child supervision in a supportive community. Dan Grunst, father of Benjamin ’95,

Andrew ’97, Michael ’98, and James ’99, built
many of the beautiful studio furnishings.

Robert Patla ‘98 and Matt Haas ‘98 unexpectedly
ran into each other in October at the Phoenix Cocktail
Club in Milwaukee. Robert lives in Marina del Rey,
CA, and is a Coordinator of Talent Development &
Programming at HBO. Matt lives in Milwaukee and is
an Investment Advisor at Pegasus Partners.

Congratulations
Victoria Novak ‘01
married Damian Roth
on June 3, 2017, at the
Stavkirke on Washington
Island, WI.

On November 12, 2017, Ruby Margaret Foy and Mildred Maeve Foy, daughters of Michael Foy and Lauren Schmidt Foy ‘96 were baptized at St. Robert
Church along with their cousin, Axel Joseph Zincke,
son of Marian Ivo Zincke and Margaret Foy ‘85.

Michael Linn ’08
married Sarah Divney on
October 7 at St. Patrick’s
Church in Madison.
Fr. Andrew Linn ’00
officiated. Patrick ‘06,
Jerome ‘10, Kevin ‘13,
James ‘19, Edward ‘08,
and Maura Linn ‘16
were in the wedding party, as was Joe Jarosz ’08.
Charlie Lavin ’98
married Martha Jane Smith
on July 15, 2017. Charlie
and his wife recently
moved back to Milwaukee;
he teaches 9th grade
English at St. Augustine
Preparatory Academy.

Lauren Demet Mathews ‘98 gave birth to her 2nd
child, River Patrick, on November 20, 2017. Big sister,
Harper Eileen, and grandmother, St. Robert Spanish
teacher Mary Demet, are lots of help with the new
baby.

In Memoriam
Charles Heiser, S.J. ’36 - 9/15/17
Robert DeBona ’39 - 10/20/17
John Kelly ’40 - 10/28/17
Patrick Murphy ’53 - 9/17

St. Robert Parish and School lost Cirillo Sorce, father of
Peter Sorce ’79 on 10/1/17. Cirillo was employed by
St. Robert Parish in the Maintenance Department and
was also an active parishioner of St. Robert Parish,
serving as an usher for many years.

Joseph Thomas Popalisky,
son of Mary Ann and
Joey Popalisky ‘02,
was born October 17,
2017, on his grandfather’s
birthday; his grandfather
is Tom Popalisky ‘73.

REUNION
The Class of 1983 is planning a reunion for
the summer of 2018, and is updating the class
list and trying to locate members. Please email
Claudine Bizefski Franzen ’83 at
claudinefranzen@gmail.com with your current
contact information, or to volunteer with
planning.

DATES to REMEMBER
January 28, 2018. . . . . .  School Open House
& Pancake Breakfast
March 10, 2018. . . . . . .  Emerald Auction
June 1-3, 2018. . . . . . . .  Class of 1983 Reunion

To receive updates and share your news, send your email address and info to Lisa Lesjak, Director of School Advancement, at llesjak@strobert.org or
contact her at 414-332-1164 ext. 3024.
Find us on Facebook at St. Robert School, Shorewood, Wisconsin.
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