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Educating and Inspiring Saints and Leaders
Emerald Auction a Green Success

A shamrockin’ evening was held at the Milwaukee Athletic Club on March 10, 2018.
This year’s event took attendees back to its St. Patrick’s Day roots with bagpipe music,
Irish Dancers, whiskey tasting and a “Wearing of the Green”
dress code. Early totals suggest that well over $150,000 was
raised; an additional paddle raise garnered $48,000 targeted to
the expansion of integrated science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) programs in the school. Elise and Elliot Weske, at right, were among the St.
Robert School students performing with McMenamin Irish Dancers.

(Photo Credit – Kate Jurgens, Pax Photo)

Forensics Reboot

FACULTY FOCUS:
Fran Bedore
Walk at Bayshore Mall on an early winter
morning and you might see retired teacher
Fran Bedore and her husband, Randy. Fran is
enjoying her retirement, and is keeping busy
with her walks, yoga, traveling to warmer climates, and volunteering for St. Vincent DePaul.
Her days still include classrooms, with Italian
classes at UWM. Fran sees her dear friend
and former SRS colleague, Alice Davis, at their
monthly book club. She’s reading the Alumni
Newsletters and loves seeing how her little
students have grown up!

St. Robert graduates performed in Big Fish, the
musical at Dominican High School in February, 2018.

(Photo Credit – Kate Jurgens, Pax Photo)

Many alumni fondly remember the St. Robert School Forensics Program – and quite a few have gone on to
success in high school forensics and drama. When 6th grade teacher, Alice Davis, started the forensics program
at St. Robert back in the early 1980s, she had six students and a box of materials gifted from the Shorewood
Intermediate School forensics coach. Her program grew to include all 6th graders (mandatory) and a good
showing of 7th and 8th graders. Amy Langenkamp
‘89 inaugurated the “Eloise” reading that was an
annual event. The forensics “league” was a small group
of North Shore schools. When Mrs. Davis retired, Ms.
Molly Mathews ’84 continued the program. But now,
in its fourth year under the direction of Middle School
teacher, Ms. Kathryn DeLapp, middle school students
compete in the 115-member Middle Level Forensics Association of Wisconsin League weekend tournaments,
which run from early February-late March. Fiona Gallagher ’17, a gifted performer who placed first at State
(Serious Solo Acting) three times while she was at St. Robert, is an assistant coach. Other schools in the league
acknowledge the excellence of St. Robert’s program, with its very high participation rate (40% of the Middle
School), the professionalism and polish of its students, and its numerous individual and team trophies, including
2nd at State in various divisions for the fourth consecutive year. (Photo of Fiona, third from left, with students)

Left to right: Brigid Jurgens ’15, Adela Luna ’15,
Maura Linn ’16, Eleanor Desing ’16, Angelina
Maly ’17, Kieran Arnold ’14, Jack Hillman ’17.
Nick Monroe ‘96, Digital Communications Manager
for the Milwaukee Bucks, spends games in the press
box, posting live video clips on Twitter, Instagram,
Facebook and the Bucks’ home page. The goal is to
engage fans locally and internationally with game-inprogress highlights, without undermining attendance
or local broadcasts.

Nick, middle, in Bucks press row.
(Photo Credit – Mark Hoffman/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel)

Our goal is to send this newsletter quarterly via email. To save costs, we will U. S. mail only once a year to alumni.
To receive the newsletter quarterly, please make sure Lisa Lesjak (llesjak@strobert.org) has your email address!

St. Robert School gratefully acknowledges the generous bequest of Audrey Komarek ’35 of $25,000 for scholarships.

Congratulations
Margaret Linn Platten
‘97 delivered her second
daughter, Claire Patricia,
on January 26, 2018.
Margaret, her husband,
Dan, and 18-month-old
Colleen, live in
Shorewood.

Genevieve Elizabeth Ginnis was born on February 15,
2018. Her parents, Sam and Bridget McKeown
Ginnis ’98, and brothers, Aedan (4) and Finn (2), live
in Minneapolis.

Max Vice-Reshel
‘99 and his wife,
Michelle, welcomed
their first child, Max
Vice Reshel, Jr., on
March 5, 2018. Baby
“MJ” lives with his
parents in Chicago,
where his dad recently
completed a Master’s
in Integrated Marketing Communication at
Northwestern and is a Director of Client Development
at Conversant Media.
Chris Demet ‘02 married Alex June Dyste on February 18, 2018, in Minneapolis. Many St. Robert grads
attended, including these pictured: Back row: Erin
Kolb Trovillion ’02, Joe Popalisky ‘02, Mark
Darnieder ‘02, groom Chris Demet ‘02, Sean
Demet ‘00, Jim Linn ‘02, David Demet ‘08, Alex
Walzak ‘02, Alison Hanrahan ‘02. Front row: Julie Demet ‘13, Alex Zens ‘02, Brian Demet ‘05.

In Memoriam
Jean Boulet Shank ’36 – 1/13/18
John E. Cordes ’43 – 2/19/18
Dorothy A. Albrecht ’46 – 9/5/17
Eileen Schnorf Kaplan ’46 – 7/18/17
Frances Slagle Wagner ’47 (9th grade ’48) – 2/24/18
Robert J. Koehler ’48 – 1/20/18
Margaret Nichols Gieseking ’49 (9th grade ’50) – 2/22/18
Patrick W. Murphy ’53 – 9/16/17
John W. Graf V ’84 – 2/19/18

REUNION
The Class of 1983 is planning a reunion for
the summer of 2018, and is updating the class
list and trying to locate members. Please email
Claudine Bizefski Franzen ’83 at
claudinefranzen@gmail.com with your current
contact information, or to volunteer with
planning.

DATES to REMEMBER
May 10-11-12, 2018. . . .  Middle School Musical, The Lion King, 7:00PM
May 12, 2018. . . . . . . . .  Middle School Musical, The Lion King, 2:00PM
June 1-3, 2018. . . . . . . .  Class of 1983 Reunion
June 2-3, 2018. . . . . . . .  St. Robert Fair
June 5, 2018. . . . . . . . . .  Class of 2018 Graduation Mass, 7:00PM

To receive updates and share your news, send your email address and info to Lisa Lesjak, Director of School Advancement, at llesjak@strobert.org or
contact her at 414-332-1164 ext.3024.
Find us on Facebook at St. Robert School, Shorewood, Wisconsin.
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