
St. Robert School During COVID-19
Education is continuing at home for St. Robert School students. The teachers have completely adapted their in-school curriculum to a virtual model, from 4k through 8th 
grade. It’s all focused on engagement and accountability, using some of the most advanced, age-appropriate learning tools. This little Catholic grade school in Shore-
wood, Wisconsin, has not skipped a beat -- and parents are delighted with the structure and continuous learning that is taking place. The St. Robert teachers are working 
tirelessly for students and parents so learning continues in the most effective way possible at home.  It can take a teacher as much as eight hours to prepare four hours 
of material in a virtual format. Despite cool resources and tools, there is so much more that’s involved, such as making special accommodations for how feedback is 
given and received and special help for struggling students.  And, in the younger grades, teachers are creating weekly “parent toolkits” in addition to the actual teaching 
material, so parents have what they need to manage their children’s school day at home.

Annual Fund 2019-2020
While St. Robert School is continuing on-line, the 
Annual Fund continues to make progress thanks to 
the generosity of so many parents, alumni and friends. 
Donors received the 2019 Annual Report in March 
and it’s on the website under the “About” tab (https://
strobert.school/annual-report/ ). Annual Fund gifts 
can be made on-line at www.strobert.school and are 
much appreciated!
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TECH NOTE
The school has changed its website and email server. All emails should now 
have the extension @strobert.school.

Principal Honored
St. Robert School Principal, Lauren 
Beckmann, is a 2020 recipient of the 
Milwaukee Archdiocese’s Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Award that recognizes her 
commitment to Catholic Education. 
She and two other recipients were 
recognized at the Annual Archbishop’s 
Catholic Schools Dinner on February 
20, 2020.

Wanted: Copy of 1979 St. Robert School Yearbook so our yearbook 
collection will be complete. Contact Margaret Mathews Sankovitz ’47 
(jsankovitz@wi.rr.com ) if you are willing to gift the school with your copy of 
the 1979 yearbook. Thank you!

Annual Report 2019

REIMAGINING 
EDUCATION FOR 
FUTURE SAINTS 
AND LEADERS

It was a Virtual Emerald Auction!
It’s a first, and it’s a record! For the first time in its long history, 
Emerald Auction, scheduled for March 14, 2020, was canceled due 
to the novel coronavirus. But the creative Co-Chair team of Marian 
& Maggie Foy Zinke ’85, Jennifer & Brad O’Keef ’85, and 
Rosanna & Kevin Casper ’87, rallied with an all on-line event. 
Emerald Auction raised over $320,000 including $50,000 on the 
Paddle Raise. Silent Auction bidding has been conducted on smart 
phones for several years, so with the catalog link, everyone could 
bid on their favorite items. The Live Auction and the Paddle Raise 
were conducted live on Facebook. Modern technology to the rescue! 
Check the Emerald Auction website (www.emeraldauction.org) to 
view the funny Paddle Raise video, which was produced by several 
parents. The video introduced “clonebots” who assist parents in completing the impossible number of volunteer 
hours required to keep our favorite Catholic school operating. (Photo: screenshot of Kevin Casper ’87 as a clonebot)



In Memoriam:
Betty Jane Pokorney Ryan ’32 – 1/19/20
Audrey Domach Binzak ‘41,  
 9th grade ’42 – 2/28/20
Mary Lu Boemer Davis ’44 – 2/16/20
Salvatore B. Sendik ’48 – 2/6/20
George Patrick Dunn ’50 – 2/23/20
William J. Hayes III ’54 – 1/10/20 
Sheila Anne Mehigan ’56 – 1/31/20
Stephen D. Langhoff ’57 – 2/23/20
Mary Noelke Nesius ’61 – 1/23/20
Terrence Wakefield ’63 – 3/4/20
Robert J Fessler ’69 – 1/3/20
Sr. Florence Miller, O.P., 1/13/20 – taught  
 Grade 6, 1968-70

Our goal is to send this newsletter quarterly via email. To receive the 

newsletter quarterly, please make sure the Engagement Office (info@

strobert.school) has your email address. The newsletters are also posted 

on the school website.

Erin Brauer ’07 has a very cool job – she’s a Trans-
port Nurse Clinician, employed by Children’s Hospital 
Wisconsin, as a critical care/ICU nurse. She is part of 
a neonatal and pediatric ICU on wheels and in the 
air, transporting patients via helicopter, airplanes and 
ambulances.

Fiona Gallagher ’17 performed in Beauty and the 
Beast, the DSHA fall musical production in November 
2019. Fiona’s musical talents are also put to good use 
with the Angelaires, DSHA’s vocal ensemble.

The Setliff 
family, 
whose 
children 
attend St. 
Robert 
School, 
was 
featured 

in the January 2019 issue of Northpoint Magazine. 
Madeline ’18 is a sophomore at Divine Savior Holy 
Angels. Mom, Tracie Setliff, was enthusiastic in her 
praise of St. Robert School and the parent community, 
saying “The school has a focus on the whole child, 
and as an extension of that, the school embraces the 
whole family…it’s a culture of noticing people in need 
and taking action to help”.  She added that there’s no 
shortage of parties and social opportunities! (Credit: 

Northpoint Magazine)

St. Robert graduates in the cast of Mamma Mia at 
Dominican High School in February, 2020:

Back row, l-r: Maddie Gregg ‘19, Zulenny Rodri-
guez ’17, Isaiah Martin ‘17, Jack Hillman ’17, 
Jimmy Linn ‘19, Agrim Cincotta ’19. Front Row, 
l-r: Angelina Maly ’17, Maura Linn ’16, Camille 
Jefferson ‘16. (Photo Credit: Kate Jurgens, Pax Photo)

Congratulations
Lauren Hammer ’06 married Manuel Aguilera 
on May 18, 2019 in Monterey, CA. They met while 
Lauren was serving in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps in 
Santiago, Chile. They live in Monterey where Lauren 
is completing her Master of Arts Degree in Spanish 
Translation and Interpretation at the Middlebury Insti-
tute of International Studies. Lauren’s brother, Matt 
’99 and his wife, Kim, recently moved to Arizona 
where he is a neuro-anesthesiologist at the Mayo 
Clinic. (Pictured: Lauren and Manuel with Matt and Kim)

On January 11, 2020, Sally Roesner ’05 and Trevor 
Adams were married in Whitefish Bay, WI. Sally’s 
sisters, Meghan ’06 and Emily, were in the wedding 
party. Alexandra Velde ’03 and Becca Schmidt 
McCann ’05 attended the wedding. Sally and Trevor 
live in Mequon; Sally works for Northwestern Mutual 
on the Customer Marketing Team. (Pictured: Emily and 

Meghan with Sally and Trevor)

St. Robert School, 2200 E. Capitol Drive, Shorewood, WI 53211      www.strobert.school

To receive updates and share your news, send your email address and info to Kristi Felber, Director of Marketing & Engagement, at info@strobert.
school or contact her at 414-332-1164, ext. 3024.

Find us on Facebook at St. Robert School, Shorewood, Wisconsin.

DATES to REMEMBER
June 6, 2020  . . . . . . . . . . . St. Robert Fair: Saturday, Noon - 10:00 pm
June 7, 2020  . . . . . . . . . . . St Robert Fair: Sunday, Noon - 7:00 pm
August 27, 2020 . . . . . . . . Pretzel Run/Walk: Thursday, 6:30 - 8:00 pm


