
Eric Gietzen ’80, Shorewood High School English 
and Adventure Education teacher, was featured in a 
Village of Shorewood newsletter. With 25 years of ex-
perience in Shorewood schools, Eric was recognized 

for his significant con-
tributions to students. 
A fellow teacher said 
about Eric: “Throughout 
his illustrious career at 
Shorewood Intermediate 
and Shorewood High 
School, Eric has been 
an exceptional English 
teacher, an inspirational 

and decorated cross country coach, English Depart-
ment chair, the mastermind behind Shorewood’s 
Watershed Wisdom program, a “Design Thinking” 
Fellow at UWM, an advisor to countless student 
organizations, and an incredible friend and colleague 
to everyone he’s worked with. He has developed a 

voice and a leadership style that has set the course 
for our educational community for years and will 
continue to inspire our faculty to strive for excellence 
in all that we do.”

Nina Balistreri 
O’Brien ‘96 and 
Bridget Darnieder 
Malone ‘96 celebrated 
their First Communion 
together in 1990 at St. 
Robert.  On Aug. 16, 
2020, their daughters, 
Lexi O’Brien and Mae 
Elizabeth Malone, 
received First Holy Com-
munion together at St. Jude Parish in Wauwatosa.  
Rosi Balistreri Kwiatkowski ’99 is a 2nd grade 
teacher at St. Jude and was there for the celebration 
as well.

On graduation day from the Middlebury Institute of In-
ternational Studies, Lauren Hammer Aguilera ‘06 
was hired to be a 
Spanish Interpreter 
at the Covid-19 
Testing Center in 
Watsonville, CA 
and she started 
working full time 
the very next day, 
May 17. This spring 
semester, Aguilera was on track to take the State 
Department’s diplomatic interpretation test and the 
California Court Interpretation certification exam. Both 
were postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. “It’s 
a 65-hour work week and I was truly thrown into the 
frontlines,” where she interprets for many non-English 
speakers in the farm community. She still plans to take 
the exams “but in the meantime, I’m gaining lots of 
experience in this truly unique medical environment.”
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WE ARE BLESSED!
On August 27, Fr. Enrique Hernandez (new pastor) and Fr. Andrew Infanger (new associate) led a prayer service 
at St. Robert School in which they blessed every space in the school building. The ritual included anointing 
every single door and window with sacred oil, sprinkling holy water in every room, and spreading blessed and 
exorcized salt throughout the building to consecrate the school to God and protect it against sickness and harm. 
The prayers and song that accompanied the ritual echoed in the hallways for about 90 minutes. For those in the 
building at the time, it was an incredibly moving experience, and we are grateful to Fr. Enrique, Fr. Andrew, Fr. 
John Baumgardner and the Brew City Catholic missionaries for this most beautiful, sacred blessing of our school.

Annual Fund 2019-20
Many thanks to our generous Annual Fund donors! Generous gifts not only allowed us to reach the aggressive 
goal of $210,000 by June 30, but exceed it by $15,000. This year, the funds raised beyond the goal were used to 
provide scholarship support to about half a dozen school families who experienced significant financial challenges 
due to the pandemic.

Back to School
After six months without students in the building, St. Robert opened its doors in September for full-time, in-person 
instruction. Its detailed Healthy School Plan includes: masks for everyone, frequent outside classes, open windows 
and doors, an app for daily health screening and to manage after-school pick-up, touchless faucets, air purifiers in 
every classroom, designated hallway routes, and a Covid Dashboard on the website. The school has welcomed 71 
new students from 51 families so far, many who transferred from “virtual” programs. Happily, everyone is doing 
well, and getting used to the new routines. We pray daily that the students and staff remain healthy!



In Memoriam
Nancy Rondeau Larschied ’47 9th grade ’48 -  
 5/24/2020
Margaret Rickert Sullivan ’47 - 8/16/2020
Christopher Hamm ’56 - 7/14/2020

Sr.  Anna Maria Knothe, O.P. – Faculty  
 1957-65 - 6/2/2020
Sr. Mary Fox, O.P. – Administrator  
 1971-76 - 5/26/2020

Congratulations
Mark Darnieder 
‘02 and his wife, 
Maura, welcomed 
their first child, Elin 
Rose, on Nov. 10, 
2019. Mark was 
recently named the 
Dominican High 
School 2020 Young 
Alumnus of the 

Year. He obtained his bachelor’s degree in History and 
Mandarin from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
and his Juris Doctor from Marquette University Law 
School. Mark is an attorney at Darnieder & Sosnay 
and serves on the Dominican Board of Directors.

Abbey Louise 
O’Connell was born 
to Margaret Cope 
O’Connell ‘02 and 
her husband, Dan, 
in November 2019. 
The O’Connells live 
in Milwaukee. 

Joanne and Teddy Popalisky ‘06 celebrated the 
birth of their first child, Clare Jeanne, on July 1, 2020. 

Clare joins a family 
of St. Robert grads. 
Tom Popalisky 
’73 is Clare’s grand-
father, and the late 
Tom Kuesel ’48 
is her great-grand-
father. Uncles 
Tommy ‘06, Joey 
’02 and aunt Leslie 

‘01 are excited about the third Popalisky grandchild!
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The wedding of Connor Schwartz ‘08 and Mallory 
Kennedy took place in Nashville, TN on Sept. 5, 2020. 

Siblings Macken-
zie ’07, Matthew 
’12, and Taylor 
‘13, and Joe Jaro-
sz ‘08, Kamron 
(Bucky) Namin 
‘08, and Aidan 
Flanagan ‘11 were 
in the wedding par-
ty. Haley (Cessa) 

Flanagan ‘12 also attended. The newlyweds will live 
in Nashville. 

On to College St. Robert School, Class of ’16 (partial list)

Avery Adams, Jr. - Oregon State Univ.; Amalia Arndt - California Polytechnic State Univ.; Tessa Bullock - 
Univ. of Minnesota; Nora Byrne - UW Madison; Senna Carrera - UWM; Sally Christenson - UW Madison; 
Harris Coffou - UW Whitewater; Grant Conlon - Marquette; Kelley Curtis - UWM; Dominic DeMichele 
- Washington Univ.; Eleanor Desing - Loyola Chicago; Salvatore Fragassi - Milwaukee School of Engi-
neering; Noel Frazier -Univ. of Minnesota; Emily Frieseke - UW Madison; Thomas Gamblin - Montana 
State Univ.; Serafina Ganther - Univ. of Minnesota; Anna Hietpas - Loyola Chicago; Dagney Hillman 
- Edgewood College; Jackie Jarosz - Univ. of Minnesota; Camille Jefferson - Gardner-Webb Univ.; Evan 
Lewis - UWM; Maura Linn - UWM; Emma Mercuri - UWM; Lucy Mueller - St. Louis Univ.; Lilly Nation - 
Univ. of Minnesota; Noraclare O’Neill - Concordia Univ-WI; John Povinelli - Marquette; Harrison Roloff - 
Univ. of Denver; Johnathon Schell - Univ. of Mississippi; Sophia Scherwenka - Loyola Chicago; Katherine 
Schoenbeck - Univ. of Michigan - Ann Arbor; Noah Schwebel - UWM; Matthew Sherlock - UW LaCrosse; 
Sean Timmis - UW Madison; Gabe Weber - WCTC.; Charlie Zale - Xavier Univ.

Wanted: Copy of 1979 St. Robert School Yearbook so our yearbook collection will be complete. Contact Margaret Mathews Sankovitz ’47 (jsankovitz@
wi.rr.com ) if you are willing to donate your copy of the 1979 yearbook to the school. Thank you!

Katelyn Winski and Charlie Jurgens ’07 were married on Sept.  5, 2020 at Abloom Farm in Saukville, WI. 
Charlie is the Senior Graphic Designer at AkitaBox, a facility management software company based in Madison. 
Katelyn is the Senior Brand Designer specializing in packaging innovation at Stella and Chewy’s Natural Pet 
Food Company based in Franklin. They live in Dousman with their two dogs, Darwin and Aura. (Pictured:  
Sankovitz, Brauer and Jurgens Families)


