
Honor Callanan 
’17 is one of eight 
DSHA students who 
serve as mentors 
to Mia Ruge ’20, 
DSHA’s first Marian 
Scholar. DSHA’s 
Marian Scholars 
Program, which St. 
Robert Principal Lauren Beckmann helped establish, is 
a student-centered high school education program for 

girls with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
This inclusive Catholic high school program, the first 
of its kind in Wisconsin, relies on a peer mentoring 
component; volunteer peer mentors help the student 
engage in class, offer curricular modifications, and 
lend support as needed. Honor wrote about her 
experience researching and developing the program 
in a recent issue of DSHA Magazine.

St. Robert School alumni were well represented in 
Dominican High School’s February streamed produc-
tion of Disney’s The Descendants. Cast members were 
Maddie Gregg ‘19 (Museum Guard/Ensemble), 
Jimmy Linn ‘19 (Professor Maurice), Angelina 
Maly ‘17 (Fairy Godmother/Featured Dancer/Ma-
leficent), and Zulenny Rodriquez ‘17 (Maleficent, 
Fairy Godmother/Featured Dancer). On the backstage 
and construction crew were Jack Hillman ‘17 (Deck 
Chief), Taylor Lewein ‘18 (camera and construc-
tion) and Isaiah Martin ‘17 (construction).
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Mural Installed
The St. Robert Church and School 
mural is a lovingly compiled collec-
tion of images collated by parish 
historian Margaret Sankovitz 
‘47 and the Mathews/Sankovitz 
families. The images give us an 
engaging glimpse into the long 
history of our parish and school 
and provide a tribute to those who 
have come before us. The project 
was donated in memory of Dick 
‘50 and Mary Ann Seelman ‘56 Mathews, lifetime parishioners and parents of five alums, including middle 
school teacher Molly Mathews ‘84. Special thanks, too, to the Class of 2020 for their class gift donation 
that helped fund the beautiful and inspiring wall that has transformed Reilly Hall (MPR)!

Additional Annual Fund Goal
The Annual Fund has raised almost 75% of its 
$210,000 goal for the 2020-21 school year. The funds 
raised go directly to the operating budget of the 
school. In addition, the Annual Fund committee has 
announced that funds in excess of the goal will be used 
to purchase new desks for classrooms. Many of the 
classroom desks and chairs are 20-30 years old, and 

lack the flexibility for collaborative learning and student engagement. At $5,000 per 
classroom, the goal is to update four classrooms with contemporary furnishings!

Sample new furniture

FACULTY FOCUS:  
Kathryn DeLapp
Kathryn DeLapp teaches 6th and 7th grades 
at St. Robert School, and also coaches its 
winning forensics team. The U.S. Department 
of Education published DeLapp’s article about 
her pandemic teaching challenges on its site 
under its Back to School Success Stories. She 
also won the recent Catholic Financial Life’s 
Catholic Schools Week Give Back Contest. The 
prize: $500 to Kathryn plus a $4,000 gift to St. 
Robert School.

100 Days!
On February 10, 2021, St. Robert School celebrated 100 days of open school for in-person learning. St. Robert School expanded on a 
kindergarten tradition of celebrating 100 Days Smarter. In recognition of this Covid-19-challenged year, the entire school participated in a 
variety of special 100-day themed activities.

Old desks in SRS classroom



The Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel 
published an opin-
ion column written 
by Mary Callanan 
’14 entitled “There 
Is a Huge Need for 
Computer Science 
Skills. Only Half of 
Wisconsin’s Public 

High Schools Teach It.” She explores the benefits 
of this topic for students throughout Wisconsin and 
shares her personal experience.  Mary is a rising 
junior at Yale University majoring in computer science. 
She is a board member and a lead classroom mentor 
of Code Haven, a student-run organization whose 
mission is to inclusively increase access to computer 
science to local middle schoolers. 

Three St. Robert alums were recently recognized by 
Dominican High School for their accomplishments in 
high school. Dana McFarlane ‘20 was recognized 
in November with the Knights in Shining Armor 
award for Science. In December, Aliana But-
ler-Gray ‘17 received the Spirit of Sinsinawa award. 
Jack Hillman ‘17 was the December recipient of the 
Knights in Shining Armor award for Performing Arts.

Caroline McGartland ‘19 led a clothing drive in 
the fall for Father Gene’s Help Center and received 
many items from St. Robert School students and 
families. The Center provides dignity through clothing 
to people in need. 

In Memoriam
Paul Meyer ’45 – 1/21/2021
Farrell Niles 9th grade ’46 – 3/17/2021
Kathleen Scannell McCormick ’47,  
 9th grade ’48 – 3/21/2021
Mary “Polly” Kamps Addison ’49 – 1/11/2021

Congratulations
Angelina Maly ‘17 has been named Valedictorian 
of the 2021 Class at Dominican High School. Her 

parents extend their 
deep gratitude for 
the nurturing and 
very special support 
provided to her at 
St. Robert School. 
Angelina will be 
entering the Animal 
Behavior Program 
at Carroll University 
in the fall to pursue 
a veterinary degree.

Robert Patla 
‘98 and Tiffany 
Hawthorne 
were married 
on January 2, 
2021. Robert 
is the Head of 
Talent Develop-
ment for Apple 
TV+. He and 
Tiffany live in 
Marina del Rey, 
CA. 
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DATE to REMEMBER
 June 30, 2021 . . . . . . . . . Last day to donate 
 to 2020-21 
 Annual Fund

Emilie Harwood ‘17 signed her National Letter of 
Intent to play soccer at St. Norbert College.

Rose Marie Linn, daughter of Emily and Edward Linn 
‘08 was baptized at St. Robert on February 7, 2021

Wanted: Copy of 1979 St. Robert School Yearbook so our yearbook collection will be complete. Contact Margaret Mathews Sankovitz ’47 (jsankovitz@
wi.rr.com ) if you are willing to donate your copy of the 1979 yearbook to the school. Thank you!

Carol Brill ’51 – 3/1/2021
Russell Hitchcock ’53 – 2/19/2021
John Wick ’59 – 2/8/2021


